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Under Construction

As noted elsewhere in this issue, it was 100 years ago
that work began on the State Library and Supreme Court
Building. The building represented a major advance in
meeting the information needs of State Government and
the people of Connecticut. It also represented a major
financial commitment by the State.

Today the State Library is at the threshold of another
major advance in meeting the information needs of state
government, students, and the general citizenry.

The prevalence of the Internet, the World Wide Web, and
the exponential growth of digital publishing and electronic
government (e-government) all present challenges and
opportunities for the State Library.

The State Library must seize the moment and build
digital collections and online services that provide the
citizens of the state with the same long term,
comprehensive access to the historical record as has
been achieved in the State Library’s tangible library,
museum and archival collections.

The challenges are many, but key among them are
developing systems to capture and preserve current and
future government information that is created only in
digital form, i.e. born digital. It is also critical to create
digital surrogates for those resources that only exist in
tangible form.
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Under construction, 1908
To build what I will call the
Virtual Connecticut State
Library will take the creation
of bits and bytes instead of
bricks and mortar; skilled
librarians and technical staff
instead of laborers and

craftsmen; and a technical infrastructure as state-of-the
art as was the State Library and Supreme Court building
when it first opened in 1910.

Such a virtual library will not replace the existing
traditional print and object collections of the State Library,
Archives and Museum; nor will it replace on-site access.
But it will break down many of the existing barriers to
access (hours of operation, parking, and non-compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)). The
Virtual Connecticut State Library will provide citizens with
cutting-edge discovery, visualization and access tools
supported by professional staff.

The cornerstone of a Virtual State Library will be an e-
Government Program, a Digital Collections Program, a
Virtual Museum and an ongoing Web Presence
Development Program.

The ground has been broken and the work begun, but
over the next several years the State Library will have to
find the political support and financial resources to
complete the task. --By Kendall Wiggin
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Merritt Parkway WPA Watercolor Found
By Mark Jones, State Archivist

It's very gratifying, but difficult, to find any of the artwork
created in Connecticut under the auspices of the Works
Progress Administration (WPA). The watercolor above
was one of the missing Merritt Parkway Series of eleven
watercolors.

This year marks the 70th Anniversary of the opening of
the first 14 miles of the Merritt Parkway, which is
described elsewhere in this publication. In 1938, the
Merritt was the largest public works project in
Connecticut’s history and was the first median divided
highway built in the state. Before the opening ceremony,
a WPA artist named Howard Heath completed a Merritt
Parkway Series of eleven watercolors. The watercolors
were transferred to the Stamford Town Hall in 1938. After
that, no one knows what happened to the series.[1]

The Museum of Connecticut History in the State Library
was able to acquire one Heath watercolor when
it suddenly reappeared. This particular Heath
watercolor of Merritt Parkway bridge construction had
been, for some unspecified period of time, in the
possession of an unknown state agency. That state
agency eventually sent the painting to State Surplus in
Wethersfield. When the Museum learned that several
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WPA works of art were available at surplus, they
purchased the Merritt Parkway work and others for
$5.00.

Fortunately, random chance led to the watercolor’s
preservation. We have black and white prints of some of
Heath’s Merritt Parkway Watercolor Series, but the
Museum’s copy is the only one extant that shows the
vibrant colors.

How many other WPA works of art lay abandoned in
unvisited storage rooms?

For the past year, the State Archives has been creating a
digital database of information about 160 artists who
worked for the Connecticut Federal Art Project (FAP),
1935-42. The FAP documented all the individual works
created by artists engaged by the project, and it was not
until the State Archives began tabulating all of this data
that the scope of the FAP become apparent. During the
seven years of the Connecticut FAP, over 5000 works of
art were created.

This new database of FAP records is part of the ongoing
State Library’s Works Progress Administration (WPA) Art
Inventory. The purpose of the inventory is to locate WPA
artwork still existent in the state. The records of the FAP
are part of the State Archives Record Group 033, “The
Works Progress Administration”, and include
administrative reports, artist’s work cards, allocation
cards, and photographs for the one or more pieces of art
created by 90 of the artists.

Unfortunately, only a small percentage of the 5,000
works were “allocated” to public and private institutions in
Connecticut. Thus, the database will facilitate
identification, but it will be very challenging to discover
the fate of the total inventory.

Identifying and finding any of the WPA art produced in
Connecticut will be significant for our state's cultural
history. The inventory project is also assembling detailed
biographical files for most of the 160 artists which, staff
hopes, will serve the art and cultural historian community
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in the future.

Heath was born in Boulder, Colorado on October 2,
1879. He completed three years of high school and went
on to study at the Colorado Springs Art School, the
Denver Art School, the Art Institute of Chicago and the
Art Students League in New York City. While he was in
Chicago, he worked as an illustrator for the Chicago
Tribune. For the WPA, Heath completed around 192
easel paintings and block prints and 2 murals.

[1] Queries to the Town of Stamford failed to locate the
watercolors. There are few, if any, persons alive who
knew that these paintings ever hung in the old town hall.

--Editor's Note: Ironically, for someone with roots in
Colorado, he lived in Silvermine, Connecticut when he
created the watercolor series. Silvermine was an artists’
colony in Norwalk, Connecticut.

For further information, contact Mark Jones at 860 757-
6511 or mjones@cslib.org

How Reliable Is It?

A recent survey revealed the startling fact that many
online resources which have replaced print as the official
legal resources are not protected from sabotage.

See the August issue of Information Outlook: The
Magazine of the Special Libraries Association for an
article by CSL Library Specialist, Steve Mirsky. "The
Problem with Paperless", Vol. 12, No. 8 (August 2008):
pp. 33-34 discusses the use of current technologies of
authentication, such as encryption and
watermarking, which have been implemented by some
states.

Mirsky, who is the Bill Room Supervisor at the Law &
Legislative Reference Unit at Connecticut State Library,
is also the Government Relations Committee Chair for
the American Association of Law Libraries.
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The Case of the Mysterious Connecticut Farm

The “History Detectives” Investigates an East Haddam
Farm at the Connecticut State Library

Mark Your Calendars: The Connecticut affiliate of PBS,
CPTV, will rerun the “History Detectives” show with the
Connecticut Jewish farm segment on Thursday, October
2 , 2008 at 9:00 p.m.; Saturday, October 4, 2008 at 11:30
a.m.; and Sunday, October 5, 2008 at 3:00 p.m.

A production crew for the popular PBS series "History
Detectives" spent much of Wednesday, May 14, 2008 at
the Connecticut State Library filming part of a segment
for the show’s sixth season. The segment involves a
case in which “A resident of rural East Haddam,
Connecticut owns an old home that he believes has a
story to tell.”

The house was occupied by a number of different people
from 1891 to 1906, and their names seem to suggest a
Russian or Eastern European background. Many Eastern
European Jews immigrated to America at this time
because of the political situation in Russia. Could there
be a connection? The episode, which originally aired on
PBS "History Detectives" on Sept. 8th, was pre-empted
locally, but will be rerun on the dates above.
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To complement the episode, the Connecticut State
Library has created an online exhibit focusing on the
history of Jewish farmers in Connecticut. It features
images of Connecticut agricultural scenes from the late
1800s through the mid 1900s. Additional photographs of
old East Haddam houses are included in the WPA
Architectural Survey.

For the full story of the History Detectives’ visit to the
State Library, please see the article “History
Detectives” Visit the State Library in the July 2008
edition of the CONNector, the Connecticut State Library
newsletter.

--by Jeannie Sherman and Richard Roberts, History and
Genealogy Unit

With None of the Spectacular
By Nancy Peluso, Librarian

"With none of the spectacular, ground was broken late
Wednesday afternoon, July 29,
1908, for the new state library
building at the corner of Capitol
Avenue and Lafayette Street”1.
The reporter who filed this story
with the Hartford Courant may
have been puzzled and
disappointed about the lack of
ceremony

After all, the man who headed up
the Commission responsible for
the new building was none other

than the illustrious Morgan G. Bulkeley, U.S. Senator for
Connecticut and President of Aetna Insurance Company.
A colorful, larger- than- life figure, Bulkeley had already
been Governor of Connecticut, Commissioner of the
National Baseball League and Mayor of Hartford.
As noted elsewhere in this issue, he would eventually

have an important Connecticut River bridge named for
him.



T h e C O N N e c t o r , V o l . 1 0 , N o . 4 , O c t o b e r 2 0 0 8 Page 8

But the official groundbreaking for what would later be
described as “one of the most beautiful structures in the
country and said by some to be the handsomest building
in New England” 2 was a low key affair. Perhaps it was
muted out of deference to the late Dairy Commissioner,
J. B. Noble, whose funeral would occur the following day.
The State Capitol building was closed the next day from
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. during Noble’s funeral.3

“Senator Morgan Bulkeley, chairman of the commission,
took a new shovel furnished for the groundbreaking by
Contractor Edward Balf and said; 'Gentlemen of the
Commission, by your authority, representing the state of
Connecticut, I shall now break ground for the building
that in future years shall be devoted to the literary,
historical and judicial purposes of this commonwealth.",
according to the Courant. Excavation began the next
morning. 4.

Prior to 1910,
the State
Library was
located in the
State Capitol
where it had
been housed
since 1878. By
1906, the
space for the
Library was
inadequate and
State Librarian
George Godard
actively lobbied

for a new building where “all the books of the library
could be brought together, where the several portraits
and paintings [of the Governors] could be properly and
safely hung, where regularly constructed vaults for
invaluable records and papers might be accessible, and
where rooms or special apartments for study could be
provided…” 5

“The Commission to Make Repairs on the Capitol and to
Procure A Site for New Building for State Officials”
decided to combine the State Library and Supreme Court
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into one building and retained architects Donn Barber of
New York and E. T. Hapgood of Hartford. Their design
for a building across the street from the State Capitol
consisted of a central lobby with three wings: the State
Library on the eastern wing; Memorial Hall on a small
southern wing; and the Supreme Court on the western
wing.

Construction of the building took two years of painstaking
labor under the supervision of the builder and general
contractor, Marc Eidlitz & Son, Fifth Avenue, New York
City. Horses and wagons were used to excavate the site
and haul the granite, marble, cement, tools and millions
of bricks necessary for the project.

Concern about the horses prompted a site visit from the
Connecticut Humane Society: "Dwight W. Thrall, agent
for the Connecticut Humane Society, visited the new
State Library Wednesday and found that the horses
being used for the heavy teaming there were being
driven up steep grades that were full of ruts and made
hard work for the animals. He took the matter up with the
contractors, with the result that cinders have been thrown
over the temporary roadways in and out of the library
grounds, making it easier work for the horses.” 6

The Library opened to the public in November 1910.
State Librarian Godard reflected in his 1910 Annual
Report: “We have seen gradually brought to completion
our new State Library and Supreme Court Building,
dignified and beautiful in its architecture, solid and
substantial in its construction, and complete and
convenient in its arrangement.” 7

1. "State Library Begun", The Hartford Courant, July 30, 1980,
page 4; 2. "Capitol Annex About Ready", The Hartford
Courant, December 17, 1910, page 18; 3. "Capitol Closed An
Hour This Afternoon", The Hartford Courant, July 30, 1980,
page 1; 4. "State Library Begun", The Hartford Courant, July
30, 1908, page 4; 5. Report of the State LIbrarian to the
Governor for the Year Ended 1906, page 41; 6. "Looking Out
For The Horses", The Hartford Courant, March 19, 1909, page
14; 7. Report of the State LIbrarian to the Governor for the
Year Ended 1910, page 5.


