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Connecticut State Library

cut s Conmarvaaion” Y
by State Librarian Kendall Wiggin

On April 12, 2011 the firing of Civil War era

cannons in front of the State Capitol

mar ked the beginning

commemoration of the Civil War. Over the

next four years, museums, libraries, and

archives around the state will present

programs, curate exhibits, and offer other

special events. The theme of the 150

anniversary is "That the Generations to »

Come Might Know Them." Historian Jill

Lepore has said that fAHow wars
important as how they were fought and first described . . . Waging,
writing, and remembering a war all shape its legacy, all draw
boundaries. o The State Library
Etlﬁdyirtlgqthe war or tracing ancestors who fought in the war. The
collections of the Library, Museum and Archives document the
enormous role Connecticut played in providing troops, arms, and
supplies. Over the next four years we will be digitizing and making
available through our website a wide array of these resources. The
State Library is also an active partner in many commemoration
efforts. | am honored to be a member of the Connecticut Civil War
Commemor ation Commi ssi on. htpthe
finalsite.ccsu.edu/page.cfm?p=2296 is a great source providing an
events calendar, a speakerdés bu
resources. The State Library is working with Connecticut History
Online (CHO), Encyclopedia of Connecticut History (ECHO), and
Connecticut Treasures to increase the resources available online and
to discover new resources. Through the Conservation Connection we

are also working to improve the conservation of the documents,
newspapers, photographs and artifacts that document the Civil War
that are in the custody of libraries, museums and archives around the
state. How well we remember the war and understand its impact on
our society today will be greatly enhanced by the activities the State
Library and other institutions around Connecticut undertake over

the next four years.
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Connecticut State Library

Spring Comes . . . to Historical Connecticut
by Mark Jones, State Archivist

After a long, trying winter, the editorial staff of the CONNector is providing our readers
with images of spring in Connecticut drawn from our historical photographs. We looked
through the Hartford Courant  to catch any article about spring and found an 1852

editori al entitl ed, gy Yamkee cbrhparesahe iddal@ed visica
of spring with the reality:

The poetry of May! The roads are muddy -the fibanks of violetso
sit upon and in some parts of New England, half snow -the fisporting |
are lean, slim, dirty animals -the fAvillage greend is as bro
left it, and there is no one so -fihelfiMagreel
a whipping post or a tavern sign post. Is there any romance in all this, or any

poetry of May? No one who has seen the earth in New England on the first of

May 1852, would ever fancy that it could possibly inspire poetry. Of the

Aiproseo of May we have sufficient. We have n
Dandelion yet, and the fAbalmy airo breathes

May 3, 1852, Hartford Courant.
Spring Wildflowers

Jack'-u»-fﬁf-f’ulr'rr

Tndian Turr:t'}ﬂ Jone 6 "2

Eva C. Potter was an artist who lived in Glastonbury. Little is known
about her. In 1943 she sold one hundred and forty-five watercolors of
spring wildflowers in Connecticut to the State Library. She painted

them from 1941-43.

continued on next page
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Connecticut State Library

Spring Comes . . .to Historical Connecticut (continued)

Jine s 4 E. Po

~Shvak Cabbage

Cypripedium spee Symplocarpus foetidus

gowy Ladys Slip

continued on next page

Connecticut State Library 231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 Vol. 13, No. 1/ 2




Connecticut State Library

Spring Comes . . .to Historical Connecticut (continued)

Fishing Season

For fishermen, spring begins with
the opening of trout season in

early April and the running of the
shad in late April and early May.
The photos to the left show shad
boats and fishermen. The photos

at the bottom show the crowds

that can assemble at good fishing
holes on opening day of trout
season and a fisherman about to
net a catch on the Housatonic
River. The photographs come from
PG 170, Connecticut Development
Commi ssionds Survey o
Connecticut . They were shot to
provide tranquil images of the

state to attract businesses and new
residents.

continued on next page
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Connecticut State Library

Spring Comes . . .to Historical Connecticut (continued)

Elizabeth Park Spring Flower Show

For several years, Elizabeth Park
has exhibited spring flowers at its
greenhouse in the spring. These
photographs were taken by State
Archivist Mark H. Jones and are
used with his permission. This
show was from the 1990s. We
include these to add brilliant
colors to this mostly black and
white photo essay.

continued on next page
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Connecticut State Library

Spring Comes . . .to Historical Connecticut (continued)

Migrating Birds

Bird watchers know that during the spring,

they will be busy. For years, the Hartford Bird

Study Club gave out checklists to its members

so that they could record the days on which

they saw various species. Rex Brasher was a

renowned artist of birds who produced a

collection of paintings of birds of North

America. These were published as prints. In

the State Libraryo6s Pictur

a painting of the state bird, the

robin, entitled, Robin on a

Honeysuckle Bush . We do not know

when Brasher painted it or the intent

of use that he had for the painting.

On the reverse, there is a note in

pencil, AMake back a little browner, 0
suggesting that his work of art was

unfinished.

continued on next page

Connecticut State Library 231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 Vol. 13, No. 1/ 2
































































